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community. The prospect beyond that is dim, and
perhaps will prove to be as fertile in disappointment
as is always the morrow of a Revolution. But doubt-
less the popular expectation is that, after the esta-
blishment of a Democracy, there will be as much
reforming legislation as ever.

This zeal for political movement, gradually identi-
fying itself with a taste for Democracy, has not as
yet fully had its way in all- the societies of Western
Europe. But it has greatly affected the institutions
of some of them ; even when it is checked or arrested,
it is shared by considerable minorities of their popula-
tion ; and when (as in Russia) these minorities are
very small, the excessive concentration of the passion,
for change has a manifest tendency to make it dan-
gerously explosive. The analogies to this state of
feeling in the Past must be sought rather in the
history of Religion than in the history of Politics.
There is some resemblance between the period of
political reform in the nineteenth century and the
period of religious reformation in the sixteenth.
Now, as then, the multitude of followers must be
distinguished from the smaller group of leaders.
Now, as then, there are a certain number of zealots
who desire that truth shall prevail. Some of them,
conceive the movement which they stimulate as an
escape from what is distinctly bad ; others as an
advance from what is barely tolerable to what is
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